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(57) Abstract: An authentication system includes an electronic driver's license, which will be referred to as "license" hereinafter, 
comprising a license side storage part for storing driver's license information and a license side communication part for communi- 
cating with a vehicle. The authentication system further includes an authentication apparatus comprising an apparatus side commu- 
nication part for communicating with the license, an authentication part for authenticating the license information, and a function 
permission part for permitting the activation of a function of the vehicle. The license side storage part stores function information 
indicative of the vehicle function to be activated. The license side communication part notifies the vehicle of the driver's license infor- 
mation and function information. The apparatus side communication part acquires the license information and function information 
from the license. When the authentication part correctly authenticates the driver's license information, the function permission part 
permits the activation of the function indicated by the function information. 
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